LITERARY DEVICES/FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE:
Metaphor: pg. 3- “She was a slim, growing girl, pale in complexion and with hay-coloured hair.” –This example contributes to a descriptive tone utilized throughout the novel. The formality of the young girl’s description is analogous to the dialogue shared between characters.

Simile: pg. 4- “He would fail with them, just as he failed with the girl in the pantry.” 

-This quote explains Gabriel’s likelihood of having a successful conversation with others. His social abilities are limited within the novel, and the simile provides insight to the third person omniscient point of view, as it exemplifies the author’s thoughts and opinions regarding Gabriel.

Dialect: pg. 11- “Now then Teddy, I’m going to fill you out a good glass of lemonade.”
-The conversation exchanged between characters Freddy Malins and Mr. Browne exemplify an elegant tone. “The Dead” is a novel similar to a Dickens, where its dialect could be drastically shortened and still would make sense.
Repetition: pg. 38- “Good night Miss Morkan. Good night again. Good night all. Safe home; good night, goodnight!” –this long exit by Gabriel contributes to the novel’s formal tone. It exemplifies how a proper valediction was conducted in that particular society.

Symbolism: pg. 49- “Winter” – represents death or sleep “Snow” – represents a blanket that covers. –Near the end of the story, Gabriel recalls the winter snow falling obliquely over Ireland. This represents the dark, deathful mood he has following his conversation with Gretta.
Tone:
“The Dead” carries itself in a sophisticated tone. In occurrence with upper class society back then, many well-to-do elites conversed with each other in an elegant manner. Many examples are scattered throughout the novel, such as this conversation with Miss Ivors and Gabriel: “O, Mr. Conroy, will you come for an excursion to the Aran Isles this summer? We’re going to stay there a whole month. It will be splendid out in the Atlantic.” (pg. 14)

Mood:
“The Dead” displays a dark mood. Many aspects of the novel support the gloomy atmosphere. The setting, for example, begins on a cold wintery night at a party. In addition, protagonist Gabriel Conroy is portrayed as a shady character; author James Joyce seems to illicit a past Gabriel feels uncomfortable bringing up, exemplified through his interactions with other characters at his aunt’s party. Finally, in the denouement, Joyce provides symbols of winter and snow to intensify a shadowy emotion within the plot.
Theme:
The theme of “The Dead” actually does not deal with death itself. Instead, the theme is more focused on power and control. Protagonist Gabriel Conroy exemplifies the theme accurately. Although portrayed as a shallow character, his position in society blinds him with a social class bias that he is always correct and that he holds the upmost authority. This is exemplified when he converses with Lily, the caretaker, in the beginning of the novel. He uses his idea of authority to ask Lily about her personal life. However, when Lily corrects him for verging too far, Gabriel, seeing he has lost command, retreats to the party. In addition to Lily, when Gabriel converses with Miss Ivors and is scolded on his unpatriotic views to Ireland, he makes yet another retreat. The novel portrays power and control heavily upon its protagonist, and the effects it has on him when breached.
Character Deconstruction:

“The Dead” centers on protagonist Gabriel Conroy. Gabriel can be considered a static character as his actions throughout the story are relatively lackluster. He does however influence the book’s theme. Gabriel holds himself on a higher standard than everyone else. He feels he has a high authority and always has the upper hand on things. However, this results in him unable to interact with people socially. For example, when he and Miss Ivors are discussing his views on Ireland, Gabriel boldly retorts his hatred for the country, yet when Miss Ivors yells at him for not appreciating his homeland, Gabriel feels he has lost power and flees from her. His character within the story helps tie the different parts of the plot with each other, adding a dark mood and formal tone along the way.
Plot Perspective:

“The Dead” is written in a third person omniscient point of view. The narrator within the story has access to Gabriel’s thoughts as exemplified in the denouement when Gabriel was thinking about the dead: “He was conscious of, but could not apprehend, their wayward and flickering existence.” While this perspective decreases textual reliability, it allows for a great scope and flexibility while allowing for author evaluations.
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